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their manifold labours and achievements for the Church and for Souls.
Among the pioneers of this stupendous restoration must be reckoned
Rose Virginie Pelletier, Foundress of the Nuns of the Good Shepherd.
Born 3ist July, 1796, on the romantic island of Noirmoutier in Brittany,
where her father, Dr Jules Pelletier, was in medical practice, she was
brought up amidst scenes and memories connected with the then very
recent heroic Vendean struggle against the fiends of the Revolution,
and a fitting influence indeed for one who was herself to be a true heroine,
though in the spiritual order.    In 1808, when twelve years of age, Rose
became a pupil at the convent of the Ursuline Nuns opened that year
at Noirmoutier, for the Concordat was  now some six yeajs in force,
Napoleon was at the height of his amazing power, and religion, though
trammelled by the  " Organic Articles/* was making headway almost
everywhere in France.    Of an ardent and even impetuous nature, Rose
Pelletier had even at this time felt the call of " vocation.'1   " I shall be
a nun," said the youthful enthusiast, who however added with wonderful
and holy precocity:   "I shall have to be broken-in first!"  By 1813, the
young aspirant had lost both her parents and several sisters by death,
but she was already on the eve of realizing her sacred ambition.    At
Tours, where she had been sent " to finish her education " as the phrase
went, there was a house of the " Sisters of Our Lady of Charity," founded
by St John Endes in 1641, for female penitents.   Such a work, which
combined cloistered devotion with daily labour for Souls, appealed power-
fully to Rose Pelletier, and after some opposition from her guardian,
M. Marsand, she was accepted as a postulant, 2Oth October, 1814, receiv-
ing the habit in September of the following year.    The name in religion
assigned her was that of St Euphrasia, a princess of the house of the
Emperor Theodosius, who died a nun, full of sanctity and works, in
Egypt, A.D. 410.   Sister Euphrasia was soon recognized as an elect soul.
" She will do great things one day, there is something beyond the ordinary
in her," was said of her more than once in the Convent.   She was pro-
fessed, 9th September, 1817, when only twenty-one years of age, and in
1827, at the age of thirty, was elected Superior by special Papal dispen-
sation.    The " great things " prognosticated of her, were to the end of
her life to be almost continuous, and they soon began.   In 1829 a large
factory and premises were acquired as a convent at Angers, and two years
later Mother Pelletier went there for good.   Extensive buildings, including
a fine chapel, quickly transformed the place.   A community of "Mag-
dalens" was formed from among the penitents, and a " Preservation
Class " for young girls in danger from evil surroundings was also formed
The " Magdalens " live under rule, wearing a brown " habit" and silver
cross, and they have ever since formed a valuable if subordinate branch